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ÅThe PSLE is a useful checkpoint at the end of primary school to help students, parents and teachers
determine where eachchildôsacademic strengths lie.

ÅIt guides students to a suitable academic programme and subject levels in secondary schoolïone that best
suits their learning needs. In this way, students can learn and progress at a comfortable pace.

ÅThe PSLE result also serves as a fair and transparent mechanism to determine secondary school posting.

The PSLE is not the destination. 
Lǘ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ.
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THE PSLE REMAINS 

AS A USEFUL CHECKPOINT



Over the years, we have been fine-tuning the education system to help our students discover and develop
their strengths and interests, while moving away from an over-emphasis on academic results. Our PSLE
Scoring changes aim to reduce an over-emphasis on academic results by:

THE PSLE CHANGES ARE 

PART OF A BIGGER STORY

Reducing fine differentiation of studentsõ 

examination results at a young age

Recognising a studentõs level of 

achievement , regardless of  how his/her 

peers have done

Offering students and parents a wider 

range of  secondary schools to explore
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FAMILIARISING STUDENTS AND PARENTS WITH 

THE SYSTEM AND GUIDING THEM IN MAKING 

INFORMED SUBJECT & SCHOOL CHOICES

2020

Details related to subject 

choices in P5-6

Å Scoring for Foundation 

subjects

Å HMTL (Sec) eligibility criteria

Details related to 

secondary school and 

subject choices 

ÅIndicative Achievement 

Level Cut-Off Point (AL 

COP) ranges by school 

type

ÅSubject-Based Banding 

(SBB-Sec) eligibility 

criteria

Announced new PSLE 

Scoring System and S1 

Posting changes

20212019201820172016

Release of 

indicative PSLE 

Score ranges for 

individual schools

P1 P2 P3 P6P4 P5
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CHOICE ORDER OF SCHOOLS 

WILL MATTER MORE

ÅStudents continue to have six choices in selecting their secondary schools.

ÅStudents will be posted to a secondary school based on academic merit, i.e. PSLE Score, and their 
school choice rank order.

ÅIf two students with the same PSLE Score vie for the last remaining place in a school, the following tie-
breakers will be used in the following order:

1. CITIZENSHIP 

2. CHOICE ORDER OF SCHOOLS

3. COMPUTERISED BALLOTING 

Å The new tie-breaker based on school choice order 

recognises the different considerations that families 

have in making school choices.
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Recap
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INDICATIVE PSLE SCORE RANGES 
FOR INDIVIDUAL SECONDARY 

SCHOOLS

New

RESTRICTED/NON-SENSITIVE

EMBARGOED TILL 27 APR 2021, 5PM



INDICATIVE PSLE SCORE RANGES 
FOR ALL SECONDARY SCHOOLS

Å MOE has generated the indicative PSLE Score ranges for individual secondary schools from studentsô PSLE results 

and school choice patterns at the 2020 S1 Posting Exercise. 

Å As T-score was still being used in last yearôs S1 Posting Exercise, the PSLE Score ranges for individual secondary 

schools are indicative as they were simulated using the 2020 PSLE cohort results and studentsô school choices in 

that same year.

Å Similar to the T-score system, the schoolôs PSLE Score range for a particular year is not pre-determined, and may 

vary from year to year, depending on the cohortôs PSLE results and their school choices in the previous yearôs S1 

Posting Exercise.

Å The indicative PSLE Score range of a school serves as a guide for students and parents to shortlist school choices

that would best fit a studentôs educational needs. This 

should be considered alongside other factors, such as

the schoolôs programmes, culture, ethos, Co-

Curricular Activities, and proximity to home.

Å The indicative PSLE Score ranges for individual 

secondary schools will be made available on 

https://moe.gov.sg/schoolfinder and 

https://go.gov.sg/exploreschools.

SchoolFinder Tool

https://www.moe.gov.sg/schoolfinder 9

MySkillsFuture Portal

https://go.gov.sg/exploreschools

New

https://moe.gov.sg/schoolfinder
https://go.gov.sg/exploreschools


SAMPLE PRESENTATION ON MOEõS SCHOOLFINDER
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Express 15ï20

Normal (Academic) 21ï24

Normal (Technical) 25ï28

INDICATIVE PSLE SCORE RANGES 
FOR INDIVIDUAL SECONDARY SCHOOLS

Similar to the T-score system, the indicative PSLE Score range refers to the PSLE Score of the first 

and last student admitted into a particular school in the previous year via S1 Posting. This shows the 

range of student profiles who enter each school.

Students who scored better than the 

schoolôs COP in this particular posting 

exercise would have been admitted to 

the school

Indicative PSLE Score of the last student posted 

into the school in the respective courses [i.e. the 

schoolôs Cut-Off Point (COP)]

Indicative PSLE Score of the first 

student posted into the school in the 

respective courses

Example

XX Secondary School

Indicative PSLE Score range of 2020

New
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USE OF HIGHER CHINESE LANGUAGE 

(HCL) FOR ADMISSION INTO SAP 

SCHOOLS



ÅStudentsô HCL results will be denoted as óDô 
(Distinction), óMô (Merit) or óPô (Pass).

ÅStudents will be ranked taking into 
account their performance in HCL.

ÅThis posting advantage applies 
before the tie-breakers for S1 Posting.

HCL POSTING ADVANTAGE FOR ENTRY 

TO SAP SCHOOLS WILL CONTINUE*

8 DISTINCTION

8 MERIT

8 PASS

8 NO HCL

9 DISTINCTION

7 NO HCL1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

6th
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*For more information on the posting advantage to SAP schools, please visit the PSLE-Full Subject Based Banding (PSLE-FSBB) Microsite

https://go.gov.sg/pslefsbb


EXAMPLE OF AN SAP SCHOOLõs
INDICATIVE PSLE SCORE RANGE

ÅWhile students need not take HCL to enter SAP schools, students who pass HCL receive a posting 

advantage for admission. To reflect this, the indicative PSLE Score ranges of SAP schools include the 

HCL grades of the first and last student admitted in the previous year via S1 Posting.

Students who scored better than the 

schoolôs COP, whether they take HCL, in 

this particular posting exercise would have 

been admitted to the school

Indicative PSLE Score and HCL grade 

of the first student posted into the 

school in the Express course
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Express 5 (D)ï12 (P)

Normal (Academic)

Normal (Technical)

Example

XX Secondary School

Indicative PSLE Score range of 2020

Indicative PSLE Score and HCL grade of the last

student posted into the school in the Express course 

[i.e. the schoolôs Cut-Off Point (COP)]



EXAMPLE OF S1 POSTING FOR SAP SCHOOL

12 (P)5 (D)

PSLE Score range of 

SAP School A

(Express Course): 5 (D) to 12 (P)  

Indicative PSLE Scores of the 

students from 2020 PSLE cohort

SAP School A
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In the 2020 S1 Posting Exercise, a child who had applied 

for an SAP school, and did not take Higher Chinese 

Language (HCL) in Primary School would have been 

admitted if he/she attained a PSLE Score better than 

the AL COP.

New

Note: 

D = Distinction

P = Pass



Jane

EXAMPLE OF S1 POSTING FOR SAP SCHOOL

12 (P)5 (D)

PSLE Score range of 

SAP School A

(Express Course): 5 (D) to 12 (P)

SAP School A
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For example, Jane, who did not take HCL at 

PSLE 2020, would have been admitted to the 

school as she had a PSLE Score of 11.

Indicative PSLE Scores of the 

students from 2020 PSLE cohort

New

Note: 

D = Distinction

P = Pass



EXAMPLE OF S1 POSTING FOR SAP SCHOOL

12 (P)5 (D)

PSLE Score range of 

SAP School A

(Express Course): 5 (D) to 12 (P)

SAP School A
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Henry, who had a PSLE Score of 12, would not 

have been admitted to the school in the 2020 S1 

Posting Exercise as his score was higher than the 

COP for the school.

Jane

11 12

Henry

Indicative PSLE Scores of the 

students from 2020 PSLE cohort

New

Note: 

D = Distinction

P = Pass



ÅWith a blunter scoring system, there are fewer possible PSLE Scores. Schools would also

be less differentiated by COPs, which will mean that students would have a wider range of

secondary schools to choose from. Students therefore do not have to chase the last mark.

Å There is a good spread of schools with COPs across different PSLE Scores

Å Indicative COPs range from 6ï30, with no school having a COP of 4

ÅSchoolsôindicative PSLE Score ranges have remained largely stable in recent years.

Å The ranges may vary from year to year depending on the cohortôsPSLE results and their

school choices for thatyearôsS1 Posting Exercise

Å Fluctuations of +/-1 AL for AL COPs are typical

WHAT THE INDICATIVE PSLE SCORE RANGES SHOW
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