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Key Events / Term 2
29 Mar: 84rd Founder’s
Day Celebrations
6 Apr:

International
Friendship Day

24 May: Honours’ Day
(Part 1)
25 May: Parent-ChildTeacherConference
(PCTC)

In this edition of our newsletter, you will get to read
of the various platforms
for Hildans to experience
the Joy of
Learning,
have
opportunities
to
demonstrate entrepreneurial
dare and be encouraged
to grow a heart of gratitude in building the Singapore Spirit. We would
like all Hildans to dare to
dream, never give up and
have a love for their
school and country. The
school will continue to foster an environment that is
safe for experimentation,
exploration and learning.
Our Hildans remain our
most precious and promising resource and we will
continue to work in close
partnership with parents
and stakeholders to mould
them, encourage them,
educate them and prepare
them for the future. While
we place emphasis on
academic excellence, we
also seek to imbue in our
young charges the right
values, life skills and dispositions so that they are
well equipped to seize
opportunities and to thrive
in a dynamic and everchanging globalised world.
As a number of parents
had previously queried on
the rationale for not being
able to talk to their child’s
subject teachers during
previous
Parent-ChildTeacher-Conference
(PCTC) sessions, I would
like to take this opportuni-

ty to explain the rationale
for PCTC.
The Meet-the-Parent session has evolved from a
teacher-directed,
end-ofsemester feedback session
to a collaborative process
between the parents, the
student and teacher, designed to support student
learning.
I like to call this a
3-Directional (3-D) Dialogue where your child is
involved as an active participant in the PCTC,
demonstrating and discussing about his/her learning in
school. The 3-D Dialogue
and supporting approaches
undertaken are intended to
address process learning
skills, not grades alone.
Research has shown that
when we involve students
in dialoguing on their learning process as part of
self-assessment, we create
platforms for them to be
self-directed learners and
to explore their strengths
and areas to work on. This
is part of the Holistic
Assessment journey. By
allowing your child to share
about
his/her
learning
process, the challenges
faced, the values inculcated and the support needed
to move forward, we
provide
for
learning
opportunities and confidence-building for your
child. We hope to partner
parents to see the importance of the learning
process that leads to

academic
excellence.
Of course, do feel free to
engage any of your child’s
subject teachers throughout the year to gather feedback on his/her academic
progress and character
growth.
This year, under the leadership of our new Principal
Mrs Daphne Yeoh, SHPS
will be embarking on a reenvisioning journey to review and chart the strategic directions of the school.
While the school has done
very well in many areas,
we acknowledge there is
still room for improvement
in others. We welcome
your constructive feedback
to enable us to continue
our journey towards excellence. Together we will
work towards enabling our
our Hildans to reach their
full potential.

With warm regards
Mr Jeremy Ang
Vice-Principal
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Chinese New Year (CNY) Celebrations
The CNY Celebrations

comprised the
Chinese New Year Concert and the Total
Defence Day Commemoration held at the
Hildan Ark, hosted by our very own
teacher emcees Mr Suhaimi and Ms
Karmen Tong. For the CNY celebrations,
the theme for this year was on treasuring
family ties. As the family is the foundation
of our society, the activities carried out
during
the
celebrations
reminded
students of the important part they play in
their families and the importance of showing appreciation to members of their families.
It also highlighted the various aspects of Chinese culture. Through the concert,
students from all ethnic groups experienced the festivities of the Lunar New Year. The
concert programmes included a performance by “The Voice” titled "The Greatest Gift
of All", a Gu Zheng performance and quizzes. Our students enjoyed the experiential
learning activities and at the same time learnt cultures and values associated with
Lunar New Year. We ended the celebrations with well-wishes from our school leaders.
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Total Defence Day
Total Defence Day (TDD) marks the British surrender of Singapore to the Japanese
during World War II. This annual event reminds us that the task of building and defending a nation is not easy, and that we must continue to work together to preserve our security, stability and prosperity.
The theme for this year’s TDD is Together We Keep Singapore Strong. Singapore has
remained safe and peaceful over the past 52 years because of the efforts of all Singaporeans in promoting Total Defence. As the commemoration for this year’s Total Defence Day (TDD) and the celebrations for Chinese New Year (CNY) fell on the same
day (15 February), there was a series of TDD activities organised for the students over
the entire week. A fire drill was carried out to better equip students in times of an emergency. There was a display of POW art work at the library which highlighted the resilience of the people during the war. Over the week, various videos on the different aspects of TDD were shown in the school canteen and library, including a video showcasing the sharing done by some of our male teachers on their National Service experience. At one of the recess activities, students had a chance to taste army combat ration and had their photos taken while dressed in military uniforms.
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Mother Tongue Languages (MTL) Fortnight 2018
The Mother Tongue Language (MTL) department organised a series of engaging
programmes as part of the MTL Fortnight for all Hildans, with the theme Loving Our
Language, Appreciating Our Culture. This year, the MTL Fortnight is carried out in two
parts, with Part I (focus on Cultural Activities) held recently in February and Part 2
(focus on Languages) in Term 3 Week 1. A range of activities (Cultural aspects) was
lined up for the students to experience an immersive and fun learning environment for
the learning of our Mother Tongue Languages amongst our students. Various cultural
activities have been planned for the different levels, involving mass participation. We
hope that this will enhance the learning experience of each Hildan to actively use their
Mother Tongue as well as experience its rich culture.
Chinese Language
In line with the Chinese New Year celebration, the MTL Department (Chinese Language) organised many exciting and engaging activities for students to learn more
about the Chinese culture. They had an enjoyable time colouring face masks, making
greeting cards, learning about the origin of Chinese couplets and writing Chinese characters on
red paper, making Chinese drums, as well as
decorating Chinese lanterns.

Our Primary 1 & 2 students learnt about Chinese
opera masks and were enthralled by the meaning
of the different colours on the masks. They also
made beautiful Chinese New Year greeting cards
to show appreciation to their family members and
loved ones.
Our Primary 3 and 4 students learnt to make the
Chinese drum using paper plates. Not only did
they make beautifully decorated drums, they had
fun trying to make music on their self-made
drums.
Our Primary 5 and 6 students decorated their
colourful lanterns with Chinese New Year greetings and pictures. Many creative and artistic
lanterns were later put up in the classrooms as
decorations for the Lunar New Year.
There were also fun-filled activities for students
during recess time as they moved from booth to
booth, accumulating stamps for their ‘passports’.
The students then exchanged the completed
passport for tokens.
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Malay Language
Our P1 Hildans had the opportunity to experience
two Malay traditional games – Tarik Upih and
Rumah Dayak which were commonly played by
children during the old kampung days.
For our Primary 2 students, they learnt to make a
traditional Malay kuih called kuih abok-abok using
three basic ingredients - sagun biji, kelapa parut
and gula melaka. Our students had hands-on
mixing the ingredients and wrapping their kuih with
banana leaves before steaming and tasting their
own creation.
Our Primary 3 students learnt the basic steps of a
traditional Malay dance Tarian Joget which is lively
and fast-paced. They were taught to coordinate
their hands and feet based on the joget moves,
accompanied by the upbeat rhythm of the rebana, a
popular traditional Malay instrument.
The Tarian Silat is a traditional Malay dance that incorporates certain elements of the Malay martial
arts Silat. Our Primary 4 students ensured that their
dance moves were slick and swift when performing
the Tirian Silat.
The kompang is a popular traditional Malay drum,
widely used at social occasions such as weddings.
Our Primary 5 students were excited to learn how to
play the kompang and performed rhythmic drum
beats using simple beats such as the ‘pak’ and
‘bing’ .
Our Primary 6 students sang and performed the
Dikir Barat, together with other musical instruments
such as the gong and the rebana. At the end of the
workshop, the students did a performance together,
wearing the ‘tengkolok’ (a traditional Malay headgear) and a colourful vest.
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Tamil Language
Our Primary 1 and 2 students did kolam-drawing as part of
their MTL Fortnight activity and they were very much interested to form various intricate designs. The students were
also taught the significance of kolam-drawing in Indian
culture, before designing and forming the kolam using rice
flour as part of authentic learning.
Our Primary 3 and 5 students were introduced to
thoranam tying where the teacher guided them as they
had their hands-on experience with coconut leaves to
make lovely hanging decorations.
Villuppattu is a village folk song which focuses on the
spoken Tamil. A script was prepared by our Tamil
Language teachers and together with a student narrator,
our P4 & P6 students thoroughly enjoyed the experience
of learning this traditional Indian song with the theme on
keeping our surroundings clean and green.
Our Primary 3 to 6 students were taught basic traditional
Indian dance steps and they were made aware of the
origin of the various dance styles and costumes. The
students also learnt how dances can be used to tell
stories, using simple or detailed hand gestures, body
movements and facial expressions.
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Student Leaders’ Investiture
22 February was a significant day for our Hildan student leaders at our Student
Leaders’ Investiture. Invited guests, parents, teachers and students thronged the
hall to full capacity. The air was thick with excitement as the entourage of invited
guests took the stage after the processional march-in of our student leaders.
Our Guest-of-Honour was our new Chaplain, Reverend Victor Teo, who addressed
the school with an inspirational sermon entitled “Go Forward” and presented our
junior leaders, school councillors and CCA leaders with lanyards, badges and ties.
It was indeed a moment of pride for the parents who were there to witness their
children pledging their commitment to the school. The lyrics of our specially composed song “Servant Leader” aptly echoed the sentiments of the occasion. Marking the dawn of a brand new year of dedication and service to the school, it was
truly a red-letter day for all our Hildan student leaders.
Go forth, Hildan student leaders, to serve our Lord and the school cheerfully, faithfully and to the best of your ability!
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Visit by Anubaan Chiang Mai School
Our school has partnered Anubaan Chiang Mai (ABCM) School from Thailand
since 2013 to enrich our students’ learning by developing their 21CC of global
awareness and cross-cultural skills and sensitivities. On 7 February 2018, our
Primary 6 students hosted 33 students and 5 teachers from ABCM school. New
friendships were forged together with fond memories to last a lifetime.
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Visit by Taiwan SingChia Elementary School
Our school hosted a group of Taiwanese visitors from SingChia Elementary School
on 30 and 31 January 2018. Our Taiwanese friends joined our P5 classes for lessons
and were provided with the opportunity to experience the Singapore school curriculum. Our P5 Hildans were given the opportunity to play host and learn from their
Taiwanese peers too.
Apart from academic lessons, our visitors also had opportunities to participate in
music and art lessons with Mrs Elizabeth Simon and Mrs Tiong-Tan Ee Peng and
were taught how to play the angklung and do batik-painting. They also had a Malay
cultural lesson on ketupat-making with Mdm Rohayah. On the last day of their visit,
our visitors and their P5 Hildan buddies had some fun together during a farewell
party and were served local delights. It was indeed a meaningful exchange
programme for both schools, providing a unique learning opportunity for our Hildans
and their newfound friends. We look forward to yet another fruitful collaboration in
the near future.

T E RM 2 / 2018

NE W S LE T TE R FO R PA RE NT S

PAGE 10

Talent Fiesta
Ending the school term with a bang, the highly anticipated Talent Fiesta took place on 9
March 2018. The key objectives were to enable mass participation of our Hildans while
working in teams through participation in the Sports, Art and Music domains. Students
from different classes came together under their respective four Houses to participate
and work towards helping their Houses win the coveted Champion House Trophy. We
thank God for blessing us with lovely weather, allowing us to conduct the Sports activities outdoors. All games were keenly contested, and the skills demonstrated by our Hildans were complemented with the desired positive character traits of teamwork and
good sportsmanship. Mr Raynn Kwok, an ex-Hildan in the Sailing CCA, graced our
event as our Guest-of-Honour. He gave a short inspirational speech for our athletes
and presented the sports prizes to the winners. The event was covered by our student
journalists under the Hildan Changemaker Programme. There was an unprecedented
tie in score between the Chia House and the Mitchell House and both were awarded
the overall Champion House Trophy.
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Canteen Clean-Up
One of the places in the school that most Hildans visit
each day is the school canteen. To develop a greater
sense of ownership and responsibility of this common
space, our Hildans take turns to clean up the canteen
tables after each recess. By getting their hands “dirty”,
they also learn to better appreciate what they have in
school and not to take our cleaners for granted. Parents, you can also help to instill this useful life-skill by
giving your children simple household chores to perform at home. You will be amazed how this will raise
your child’s level of self-confidence too!
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TO THE HILDAN FAMILY
Mrs Thila Suresh (Tamil & CCE Teacher)
Mdm Phng Meng Meng (FAJT) wef 26 March
Mdm Katie Tay (FAJT) wef 9 April
Ms Nur Ain Razak (Teaching Asst) wef 27 March
Ms Tan Yuan Ting (Teaching Asst) wef 27 March
Ms Ng Wai Ting (Teaching Asst) wef 27 March

Mr Muhd Zikri Hassan (Teaching Asst) wef 27 March

FAREWELL
Mdm Magdalene Tan (MSO) ~ posted to MOE HQ. We
would like to thank Mdm Tan for her 12 years of dedicated
service to the school.
Mdm Norsiah Majid (OSO) - retiring wef 1 June. After
19 years 9 months with SHPS, we would like to thank
Mdm Norsiah for her tireless contribution to the school and
wish her a very well deserved happy retirement.

Mdm Nur Amni Abdullah ~ posted to Coral Primary School
as AED LBS.
Mr Cornelius Loh (AED T&L) ~ left service.

Congratulations to Mr Zakie Aiksan on the arrival of
his baby girl Adele Zakie Lim En on 8 Dec 2017.

CHINESE NEW YEAR HONGBAO COLLECTION 2018
Thank you for your generous donation. A total of $4476.40
was collected which had been given to the Singapore Anglican Community Services to provide refuge and relief for
the psychiatrically-disabled and people in crisis.

